A Klock Family Newsletter
Issue No. 36

Publisher: David W. Klock
262 North Snyder St.
P.O. Box 402
Marcellus, Michigan 49067
E-mail: klock@swmcom.net

,
Ld...

~..,

,~

L

.

Catherine (Kwietniak) with her husband James
Edward Morton ofBufJalo, New York

The Kwietniak CODDemon
"In researching my family's background I
ran across your great information." Sharon
Kwietniak told me in a recent e-mail. (Talking
about my new web site, Klock Connections)
She wanted to tell me about a mistake I had in
her mother's name and give me some more
information about her family. I had her
mother as Inez Marie Kwietniak when it is
Inez Mae Kwietniak. She also sent me her
mothers obituaIy. Sharon would be my halffifth cousin according to my family tree maker
program. I have her line going back to
Hendrick Klock as follows; Hendrick Klock,
Johannes H. Klock, Johannes J. Klock, John J.
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Klock, Jr., Isaac Putman Klock, Isaac P.
Klock, Jr., Vera Belle Klock, Violet (Zelma)
Price, and Inez Mae Clark.
Inez was the daughter of Harold Clark and
Violet Price, and married Leonard Kwietniak
July 5, 1952 in Syracuse, New York. Their
children; Sharon, Marcia, Catherine, Donald,
Laurie, and James were born in Syracuse. All
the girls were born deaf or became hearing
impaired at a young age due to a genetic
defect. James and Donald escaped the defect
and have normal hearing.
Sharon was born April 21, 1953 and now
lives in Geddes, New York. Sharon works for
Pass and Seymour/Legrand, an international
company as a team leader in finance. She has
worked for this company for the past 31 years.
"I also serve on our volunteer auxiliary board
for Lakeside Volunteer Fire Department",
Sharon told me. Sharon has also worked for
her local Native American Help Center with
counseling.
Sharon's great-great grandmother, Calista
Wheeler was a Winnebago Indian of the HoChunk Tribe. Calista Wheeler was born in
April 1851, married Isaac P. Klock, Jr. Her
great-grand-mother, Vera Belle Klock was
born on the Winnebago Indian Reservation in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on December 23, 1883.
Vera Belle Klock, married Earle Price on
September 17, 1902. Vera was the only child
born to Calista Wheeler and Isaac P. Klock, Jr.
Isaac was also married to Mary Parks and had
three children; Eugene Nellis, Morris and
Mary E. Klock. Continued Next Page

Kwietniak Connection Continued
Isaac was married to both women at the same
time according to Donna Gibson, who
originally sent me information on her line of
Isaac P. Klock, Jr.. Vera Belle, remembered
her father would disappear for months at a
time and finally never to retwn. Vera Belle
reports that her mother knew he had another
family somewhere and was told she had a half
sister named Mary. Calista was half
Winnebago Indian and she and Vera lived on
the Indian reservation in Wisconsin with her
parents.
I have also been in contact with Sharon's
sister, Catherine who's picture is on the front
page. The picture is an older one of Catherine
and James. The couple recently celebrated
their 21 wedding anniversary in June.
Catherine was born February 9, 1961. She
married James Edward Morton, who is also
deaf, July 4, 1983 in Solvay, N.Y. at St.
Cecilia's Church by a signing priest. All her
brothers and sisters stood up for her wedding
and her Mom made her wedding gown and her
sister Sharon and her Mom made all the
Bridesmaids and Maid of Honor dresses. They
moved to Buffalo, NY in July of 1984.
Catherine and James have two children;
Andrew James Morton, who is also hearing
impaired, and Jennifer Inez Morton who is
their only hearing child.
Catherine has a B.S. from Rochester
Institute of Technology and a MS from
Buffalo State College. Catherine (Cathie)
works as a social/counselor at St. Mary's
School for the Deaf in Buffalo. "Yep, I am
working as a social worker/counselor with deaf
children. It is a joy working with them'\
Catherine told me in her e-mail. James and
Catherine have been married close to 21 years.
James works as a mechanic at Pep Boys in
Buffalo. Catherine told me in her e-mail, "I
can give you any info you'd like. If you get
overwhelmed with too much info, let me
know My sister tells me to slow down when
I sign too, smile".

Thank you Sharon and Catherine for sharing
your story with us. Don't forget about the
upcoming Klock Family Reunion. Would
love to meet you and your family at the
Reunion.
We have set up camp at Royal Mountain
Campgrounds, in Johnstown, NY. My wife,
Darla and I would welcome you or anyone
who would like to stop in for a visit and a cup
of coffee.
Seratehing aD Iteh.
This issue marks the third year of Klock
Connections, (The Klock Family Newsletter.)
It is hard to believe I have been writing this
newsletter for three years. I started the
newsletter to "scratch an itch". I wanted to
research my family and to learn more about the
Klock Family History.
I now mail or e-mail the Klock
Connections to over 130 families all over the
u.S. several to Canada, one to England, two
to Germany and one to Australia. . I mail the
newsletter to many people that do not carry the
Klock last name, but are connected to the
Klock Family. Last time I check, I mail it to
55 Klock Family, the rest are Klock
Connected. It is and was the subscriptions to
the newsletter that has made this newsletter
possible. I could not have done it without you,
and now with your help we have the new
Klock Connections Web Page.
I get a lot of e-mails from my new found
cousins and several people have sent me
information on their lines which I have added
to my family tree, now over 300 pages which
is on the new Klock Connections Web Page.
I have made so many mends because of this
newsletter. I hope you enjoy reading it as
much as I have writing

The Family of Henry G. Kloek
Henry G. Klock was born in Stone Arabia
on January 31, 1796. He was the son of
CODtinUedNext Page

Henry G. Klock Continued

helping her father in his hotel business, and
she learned many business and management
skills. She made an ideal partner in life for
John. Their first son, Richmon was born in
1840, their second and last cbild, George was
born in 1843.
During the late 1840's John and Emily and
the two small boys moved to a farm near the
village of Tully, New York which is a few
miles south of Syracuse. The Tully Valley was
fast becoming recognizes as one of the most
fertile and productive fanning regions in New
York State. Later on other brothers of John
came into the same area and shared the
benefits of this land
By 1860 John and Emily had found rewards
commensurate with their efforts, a comfortable
life on a profitable farm, with that life shared
by two sons who worked the land alongside
their parents.
Henry and John were never called upon to
serve their country on the battlefield Almost
all of the descendants of Hendrick Klock since
his immigration in 1710 had served at one time
or another.
George Klock, the son of John and Emily
Estes Klock volunteered for the Union Army
in 1862 and found more adventure than he
could have imaeined. Army records show that
he joined as a private in Company K, 1st
mounted Rifles of New York, and served in
the following action.

George I. Klock and Barbara Bauder Klock.
George and Barbara had seven cbildren;
Magdalena, Johann G., George G.I.,
Cbristopher, Margaret, Thomas and Henry.
Henry was the forth son born to George and
Barbara. At the time of his birth the
population in the area around St. Johnsville
and Stone Arabia was dominated by the
families of Klock, Nellis, Fox and Bauder.
The land to the north and west of this cradle
of immigrant families beckoned to the more
adventurous. The St. Lawrence River with it
fishing potential and its river traffic, land near
Watertown and the river, offered fanning and
timber as well as the promise of employment
and prosperity to those who sought them.
On November 26, 1815, Henry G. Klock,
married Elizabeth Klock, a distant cousin.
Henry was nineteen and his bride, Elizabeth
was seventeen. They were married at Fort
Plain, N.Y., and on Febrwuy 24,1817, where
their first of nine cbildren, Jeremiah was born.
Their second cbild, John arrived in their new
home near Cape Vincent, Town of Lyme, in
Jefferson County, New York. They had seven
more; Josiah, Hezekiah, Nancy, Elizabeth,
Theron, Barbara and Lany.
Henry and his family were a part of a
growing population. Henry was an industrious
and successful farmer. Some of Hemy's
cbildren worked on river boats for a livelihood
but John, his second born son chose to work
June 9, 1863-Beverly Ford and Brandy
beside his father and learned the farming
Station-Virginia; Union Army - 500 killed,
business.
wounded and missing; Confederates
700
They had joined with the families of
killed, wounded or missing.
Benjamin and James Estes in creating this new
frontier along the St. Lawrence. In time two of June 13,14,and 15th1863-Winchester,
the Klock cbildren would marry members of
Virginia; Union Army --3000 killed, wounded
the Estes family. Their son, John, born
and missing. George's Unit was also involve
in small skirmishes at Mount Jackson,
December 4, 1819, was to marry Emily Estes,
daughter of James and Rachel O'dell Estes and Leetown and Moorefield, Virginia.
their daughter, Nancy would marry John Estes. April 3, 1865- Richmond, Virginia fell to the
Emily Estes was not yet eighteen when she
Union Army after a long siege; over 6000
married John Klock. Though young and
Confederate prisoners were taken after
pretty, Emily had experienced hard work in
Continued Next Page
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Henry Kloek Continued
thousand had been killed and wounded on both
sides.
George was mustered out of the Union
Army at Richmond, Virginia on June 12, 1865
and returned home to New Hope, a war hero.
George's father, John business had
prospered and purchased even more farmland.
George was provided a home and sizable farm
land where he raised horses.
Information and segments of this article
came from the family tree of Jackie Zimmer
who lives in Arizona. Jackie sent me some 40
pages of information on her family.

History of Fort Klock
Fort Klock was built or erected 1750 by
Johannes Klock and is an excellent example of
mid-18thcentmy construction in the Mohawk
Valley. Johannes Klock purchased the land
from John Wendell.
The Deed
"This Indenture made this Tenth Day of
November, In the Sixteenth year of the reign of
our Sovereign Lord George the Second over
Great Brittain France and Ireland King
Defender of the faith. And in the year of our
Lord Christ One thousand seven Hundred and
futy two Between John Wendell of Boston in
the Province ofMassatusets Bay, Son & Heir

at Law of Abraham Wendell of the same place
and provice late Deceased of the one part and
Johannes Klock of Canajoharie." From the
Deed of the property of Fort Klock dated
November 10, 1742. Skip Barshed recently
send me a copy of the Deed. I had mistakenly
put in the newsletter that the land was
purchased by Hendrick Klock and Skip wanted
to correct me on this issue. Thank you Skip
for correction and for the other information

you send.
The site for the construction of Fort Klock
was well chosen by Johannes Klock because of
the advantages for fir trading and for defense.
The sheltered cove along the riverbank directly
below the Fort offered a safe anchorage for
river trade. Fort Klock is built on a foundation
of solid rock and its stone walls, nearly two
food thick, offered safety to the settlers.
Between the stone walls Johannes Klock filled
with rubble to insulate it against the cold
winters of the Mohawk Valley. In the cellar is
a spring provided them with ftesh water. This
enabled them to have access to water without
exposing then to dangers that may have
awaited them outside.
Johannes Klock build
the walls of his home
with loop-holed on
all sides to allow
muskets to fire

from the safety of inside his home As invasion
from Canada rests heavy on the minds of the
settlers, they built several militaIy posts and
log stockades around a number of stone
dwelling and churches to protect them from
bands of raiding Indians and British Tories.
Fort Klock and other private fortified homes in
the valley were used as a place of refuge which
enabled many of the settlers to survive until
the end of the attacks that took place all to
often in the Mohawk Valley.
Fort Klock was designated a National
Continued Next Page

Fort Klock Continued

Klock Reunion- Don't Miss the Boat

Historic Landmark in 1973. The 30 acre
complex also has a 19thcentury schoolhouse,
a Blacksmith Shop, and a Colonial Dutch
Bam. The Blacksmith Shop is a working
replica of the original blacksmith shop that
was used during the mid-19th century.

The Klock Family Reunion will be held
August 7, 2004 in St. Johnsville, New York.
We will be leaving from the St. Johns Church
in St. Johnsville, ( Not The Fort) at 8:30
Sharp. You must be at the Church by 8:15 to
get signed up for the toms.
Space is limited, but there is still room for you
on the boat. The cost of the tour will be
$40.00 per person with 50% down. This will
cover the entire cost for the bus ride, boat trip,
with a narrative on the Erie Canal and how the
locks work, plus admission to Herkimer
Home, lunch and a donation to the Margaret
Reaney Memorial Librmy and Lock 33.
Remember here will not be another Klock
Reunion ti112006. So don't miss out on this
one. You can use the form below to
sign up for the Reunion or visit our
new Klock Connections Web Site at:
www.klockconnections.com
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The Colonial
Dutch Barn has
become the
center of many
annual events

held at the fort. The Little Red Schoolhouse,
pictured below was completely restored and
furnished, and is a typical one room school
house that was built around 1825.

Hope to see you there.

-- - ---

Dave

Please sign me up for the August 7, 2004 KlockFamilyReunionand Boat
Tour
Makecheck payable to Dave Klock
Send your advance reservations to:
Dave Klock
PO Box 273
St. Johnsville, NY 13452
Questions about the reunion?
Dave's E-mail: Klock@swmcom.net
Name
Number attending
Enclosed is $20.00 for each advance reservation.
Sorry, we cannot attend the KlockFamilyReunionTours, but would like
to attend the ChiliDinner at the Fort.
Number attending the ChiliDinner

