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Heike Klock Wanke of Germany
Klock is a rare name in the United States
and the same holds true in Germany. "The
name "Klock" is not very common in
Germany, but there are some" according to
Heike Klock Wanke. 1found Heike on a
web site and decided to try and contact her.
First 1contacted a Dr. Mohammad AI
Farajat, who was born in Namibia. He now
lives in Germany with his German born wife.
"Dr. Heike is a friend of me, we studied in
the same institute where we did our Ph. D.
under the supervision of Prof. Udluft in
Germany," Dr. Farajat told me in his return
e-mail. Dr. Farajat sent me Heike's e-mail
address. Since then we have e-mailed each
other several times. Heike, living in Oulu,
Norway at the time, has recently moved back
home to Germany. 1have tried contacting
other

'
;

I

Klocks'that live in Germany, but many do
not read or understand English and 1do not
understand German. My Grandparents
spoke Germany and tried to teach me when
1was little, without much success. I wish
now 1would have listened a little closer. 1
was glad when 1 contacted Heike that she
speaks and writes very good English.
Heike was born in January 21, 1972 in
Pennsburg, a town just north of Hamburg,
Germany. Her parents, Hans-Jurgen and
Barbel, live in Brebel, a small village in
northern Germany close to the Danish
border. Heike has one sister Birigt who
lives in Stuttgart. Heike went to school in
near the city of Bremen until the II thgrade
and then moved to Brebel with her parents
and attended Domschule in Schleswig.
There she took her "Abitur" . (an exam
that allowed her to attend a university.) In
1990 she started her study of geology. She
attended the Christian-AIbrechts University
in Kiel, where she received her Diploma,
similar to a masters degree. Then she
started her Ph D project at the JuliusMaximilian University in Wurzburg.
"During this project 1studied the water of
the Kalahari in Namibia. People are
relying on groundwater as their only water
resource in this part of Africa. 1was trying
to find out how much groundwater is
replenished per year in this arid area and
by which processes," Heike told me.
After getting her Dr., "I have started a
postdoctoral research project that tries
Continued Next Page

Heike Klock Wanke Continued
to find out more details about the time
variations of groundwater recharge in the
Kalahari and on evaporation &om the soil
and the groundwater and transpiration of
water by plants." Heike told me in her emails.
Heike is manied to Ansgar Walter Wanke
and they have one so~ Daan Karl Mattie,
who was born February 17,2003 in Oulu,
Norway. Since the birth of her so~ Daan
she has been on "mothers leave" &om work.
Heike's father and sister both speak
English, but her father does not use
computers or e-mail. Heike is going to talk
to her father to see ifhe can give me more
information on her "Old Klock Family" in
Germany... I look forward to receiving any
information he may be able to give me on the
Klock's of Germany...

Loyalist: Their fight to preserve the
English claim on the American Colonies.
Loyalist were people that resided in the
American Colonies prior to the Revolution
and joined the British forces. I have often
wondered what side I would have chosen if I
lived in the Mohawk Valley before the
outbreak of the Revolutionary War. Would I
have joined the fight for freedom or joined
the English in an effort to put down the
rebellion and help England preserve its claim
on the American Colonies.
History is wriuen by the victors, so we
think of the people that fought and gained
our

freedom as heroes and patriots. And they
were, but would history have portrayed
them in the same light had they lost?
Atrocities were committed on both sides
during the Revolutio~ what we consider an
ambush or massacre today may have been
considered a glorious victory for King and
Country. We may consider Walter Butler
and Sir John Johnson as butchers of the
Revolutionary War, but if the war turned
out differently they may have been
considered our heroes.
Joseph Brant was a Mohawk Indian
Chief who fought with the British during
the Revolution. He moved to Canada after
the war. The war sickened Joseph Brant
and he did what he could to stop the
senseless killing and protect many of his
German friends, but did his share of
burning, scalping and killing women and
children. In Canada Joseph Brant is
considered a hero.
About a third of the population of the
Thirteen Colonies wished to remain under
British rule. Some of our ancestors were
among them. Cot. Jacob Klock' s so~ and
son in law were among the people who
chose to fight on the side of the British.
While Col. Jacob Klock fought for
freedom, his son fought to preserve the
British rule over this land. Loyalist were
people from many backgrounds. They
were Dutch, German, Scotts, Negroes,
Native Indians and English. They were
ordinary people, farmers, tradesme~
merchants, and professionals of many
ethnic origins. Loyalist were treated very
badly during and after the war by the
people of the colonies. There were many
acts of extreme cruelty used on the Tories
and Loyalist by the Patriots. After the war
their property was confiscated. They lost
their homes; land and their lives were
shattered. Many were forced to flee to
Canada, England, Florida or the West
Indies. Large sections of territory were
acquired from the Indians nations and in
July of 1783, King George m decreed that
the Loyalist should be granted land. Those
who
_. had
~ adhered
- - - -to the Unity of the

Loyalist Continued
Empire as well as their children were
eligible
to receive grants of 100 acres, without fees,
from the Land Boards. The Loyalist and
their families who eventually made their
way to Upper Canada and received
compensation for their losses. They
received rations and tools to support
themselves during the first year. When the
land was surveyed the Loyalists received
land commensurate with their position in
the army. The Loyalist that returned to
England, by choice or not received
payment for their losses.
Many of the descendants of these
Loyalist live in Canada today. They are
there as a result of American Revolution
and now consider Canada their home.
This includes some Klock and Clock
Families. A generation or two later many
returned to the United States to live.
We may have been able to secure our
fteedom from England eventually, and
without the need for war, but would the
United States be the same country it is
today? I don't think so... It was that
desire for needom and our ancestor's
willingness fight to obtain it that has
helped to make us the strongest, most
powerful nation in the world. We have a
right to be proud of our ancestors who
fought and died for our needom, but lets
not forget about the Loyalist who fought
and died. The Loyalist fought for what
they strongly believed was the right path
for our country, they put their lives, and
fortunes and on the line for what they
believed. Had the war turned out
differently, they have been considered the
heroes?
Where would you have placed you
allegiance? Read more about the Loyalist
on the Fort Klock Web page. There are
some great stories about the courage and
hardships the Loyalist faced during and
after the Revolution. They are well worth
the time in reading and will give you some
insight on what it was like to be a Loyalist.

-Photo taken at the Klock Reunion and
Historic Bus Tour Aug.2, 2003
Klock's Church and Graveyard
One of the successors to Dommes
Megapolensis and Schaats as minister at
Albany's First Reformed Church was the
Rev. Petrius Van Driessen. He preached
there for more than twenty years, nom
1712 to 1738. He journeyed frequently
through the land of the Mohawks and won
many converts and much appreciation. In
1722 he petitioned the King's council at
Albany for a license to build a mission
church in the Mohawk Country. A few
years later in 1725, Hermanus Wendell
sold a tract of land, part of the Harrison
Patent, to Hendrick Klock and Christian
Hauss, "excepting an acre of land." Upon
that same square acre, east of St
Johnsville, a rode log church was built
which we know as "Klock's Church." We
do out know when the log church was
built. Thus we see how the Dutch
Reformed preachers prepared the way for
their German brothers. Many years
afterward in 1829, St John's turned to the
,Dutch Reformed Church and made it its
denominational home.
Hendrick Klock had the means to pay a
great sum of money for a large portion of
the Harrison Patent. He bought lot No. 11,
upon which the so-called Fort Klock was
built by his son Johannes in 1750, and half
of lot No. 13, which contained the reserved
square. Upon this lot he built his home,
later inherited by his son, Colonel Jacob
Klock. Upon this lot also he was buried in
the year 1760 at the age of92 in the little
Continued Next Page

KlHk Church and Graveyard Continued
cemetery beside 'Klock's Church. For some
time the church was undoubtedly used as a
schoolhouse. A teacher named Henry Hayes
gave the children rudimentary instruction,
which in the case of some of them, proved to
be excellent training. George Bauder, of Stone
Arabia, told the historian Jeptha Simms that he
studied there in the church and that he also
attended a service there with his bride
sometime before the Revolution. The high
standards of the school are seen readily in the
correspondence of Colonel Klock. Despite his
Palatine background he used the English
language easily. He wrote as a well-educated
man and was not at all the ignorant dolt
described so inaccurately in Drums Along the
Mohawk.
The very next year after its incorporation
Klock's Church found itself sufficiently strong
to call a full-time minister and the
congregation chose a vigorous young man of
Zabriskie, John I. Bellinger, Jacob
Zimmerman, Adam A. Walrath, and Henry
Beekman were elected trustees. This church in
time became known as St. John's Reformed
Church. We know also that Domine Dysslin
made himself completely at home by marrying
Anna, Colonel Klock's granddaughter; that he
lived in the old Klock homestead, adjacent to
the old church, and that the home was happy
with the advent of five daughters and two sons.
He was well regarded by the people and was
considered by a missionary traveling through
the Valley as "A Swiss, and a good character,
and a man of learning." And we know also
that at his death in 1812 he was laid to rest
in Klock's churchyard on the hill overlooking
the valley. Tradition persists that his body rests
at the site where once the pulpit of Klock's
Church stood. No signs remain, no mound or
stone; but in 1920 a tablet honoring his
memory was placed on a large boulder near by.
The information for this article came
nom St. John's Reformed Church. revised
edition printed October 1970 by the Enterprise

and News, St. Johnsville.
Here is what Jeptha Simms has to say in
his book, Frontiersmen of New York 1833
Volume I, Page 285.
The First Church at St. Johnsvil/e.-- In
this connection I should mention the fact that
a German Reformed church was erected at
St. Johnsville, then known as
"Zimmerman's," in 1770. This structure was
built of wood, was of good size, and stood
not far from its burying ground, yet to be
seen about a mile eastward of the village. It
was finished with a sounding board, as were
nearly all churches at that period. When
erected it was intended also to benefit the
Indians in the neighborhood, having seats for
them and the slaves of the white citizens.
Please note: the old graveyard and site of the
log church is on private property, owned by
Dick Smith, who gave permission to Fort
Klock to stop at this site on the Klock Family
Reunion and Historic Churches Bus Tour
that was held August 2, 2003.
This article was written by Joyce Berry,
President of the Membership and Web
Master of the Fort Klock Web Page..
KlHk Connections-The E-mail Version
I have set up an e-mail address list for
those who would like to receive Klock
Connections
bye-mail. If you would like to have your
newsletter delivered by-mail to start
receiving "Klock Connections" e-mail me
and let me know.
I run my e-mails through Norton AntiVirus so there should not be a problem with
viruses. The Newsletter can be in MS Word
or MS Works. You will need one of these
programs to open and print your copy.
Depending one your computer, they should
print out exactly as you receive them now.
I will charge $5.00 for 12 issues to help
cover the cost of the new web page "Klock
Connections" and other expenses incurred in
publishing the newsletter. If you would like
to receive the newsletter bye-mail I can be
reached at: klock@swmcom.net.

Klock Buried in National CeDleteries
This is a list of Klocks I have found that
are buried in National Cemeteries. If you
know the line of the following. Please e-mail
me.
Buried in Beverly National CeDletery,
Burlington Co. New Jersey are;
Dorothy L. Klock, US Army, PFC, Res.
Levittown. Pa. b 5/16/1919 died 11/30/1994.
Plot: JO 827 bur. 12/2/1994.
Monroe S. Klock, CPL Recon Co. , 644 th
tank Dest Bn. b 8/4/1915 died 5/16/1956,
Plot: J 826 bur. 5/21/1956
In Hampton National CeDletery, Hampton
Co., Hampton Co. Virginia are the following
Klock's;
Casper Klock, Pvt. A 40 NY Inf. died
9/29/1868 at National Soldiers Home, Va.
buried Plot: 6041
George Klock, Pvt. Co. L, 1st NY Mounted
Rifles died 7/02/1920 buried Plot: C 10342
A.

10/14/1995 buried
10/18/1995 Plot: Y 0 1560

Fort Logan National CeDletery, Denver Co.
Colorado contains the graves of;
Dennis E. Klock, Capt. Colo Ang. USA, b.
10/30/1945 d. 2/18/1979. buried 3/2/1979, Plot P
4263 or 4266.
Philip M. Klock, US Army, Tee. 4. Res: Denver
Co. b. 4/23/1915 d. 10/25/1999, buried Plot: 70
777.
Bath National CeDletery, Steuben Co., New
York has the following Klocks;
Verna M. Klock, US Coast Guard, VIC US
Coast Guard, Res: Canandaigua, NY b.
3/28/1918 d. 2/11/1990
buried 2/15/1990 Plot: 0 0 499
William H. Klock, Reconstruction Aide, Cpl, Co
B. 100th Inf. b. 3/28/1878 d. 12/7/1958 buried
12/11/1958 Plot: K 28 6
The Santa Fe National CeDletery, Santa Fe
Co., New Mexico has;
Billie Jean Klock, b. 9/22/1909 d. 8/11/1989
buried 9/29/1989 Plot: X 64

In Alexandria National Cemetery,
Alexandria City, Virginia are;
M~'ming H. Klock d. 3/21/1864 Plot: A 0
1575 buried 3/21/1864

Richard E. Klock, F/O USA b. 12/26/1922 d.
5/11/1977 buried 7/29/1977 Plot: X 64

Nathan Klock d. 6/18/1862 Plot: A 055,
burried 6/18/1862

Houston National CeDletery, Harris Co., Texas
shows the graves of;

Buried in WillaDlette National CeDletery,
Multnomah Co., Oregon are;

Edwin J Klock, Sr., Sgt. USA b. 5/12/1898 d.
11/13/1970 buried 11/17/1970 Plot: D 332

Amy S. Klock, US Army, Sp.3 b. 11/18/1916
d. 7/30/1959, buried 8/5/1959 Plot: TO 2737
Bruce Norman Klock, US Army PFC, b.
6/30/1913 d. 5/24/1964. buried 5/27/1964

James Edward Klock, Sgt. USAF b. 6/26/1928 d.
9/14/1968 buried 9/18/1968 Plot: D 1295

Monty Ray Klock Jr., US Marine Corps, Pvt,
Res: Milwaukie, Or. b. 7/16/1951 d.

Klock's buried in National CeDleteries will
continued in next Dlonth's issue of Klock
Connections

Klock Family Reunion at Fort Klock,
August 7. 2004. The all day event willfeature a 9:00 A.M.Erie
Canal Trip by boat, Lock33, Herkimer Home tour, and Margaret
Reaney MemorialLibrarytour. Youmust be at the fort by 8:15 to sign
up for the tours. The bus willleave 8:30 Sharp.
Youwillnot want to "miss the bus" on this reunion folks.
The cost of the tour willbe $40.00 per person with 50% down.
This willcover the entire cost for the bus ride, boat trip, with a
narrative on the Erie Canal and how the locks work, plus admission to
Herkimer Home, lunch and a donation to the Margaret Reaney
MemorialLibraryand Lock33.
Space willbe limited, only the first 80 people who send in their
advance reservations willbe able to attend the tours. We are also
planning a ChiliDinner at the fort after the tour, which willbe cooked
outside over an open fire in a large pot.
Donations willbe accepted for the ChiliDinner. Youcan use the form
below or check out my new web site for a printable form. Remember
the next KlockFamilyReunionwillnot be held until 2006.
You can use the form below or check out my new web page for a
printable form.
www.klockconnections.com

Please sign me up for the August 1,2004 Klock Family Reunion and Boat Tour
Send your advance reservations to:

Fort Klock Historic Restoration
Attention: Joyce Berry
Route 5
P.O. Box 42
8t Johnsville, NY13452

Name
Number attending
Enelosed is 520.00 for eaeh advanee reservation.
Sony, we cannot attend the Klock Family Reunion Tours, but would like to attend the
Chili Dinner at the Fort.
Number attending the Chili Dinner

