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Klock Reunion August 4, 2012
About 35 people gathered at Fort Klock on August 4th for the Klock Family Reunion. Although
attendance was down this year, attendance usually runs around 70, everyone had a great time.
The weather was hot, the food was great as was the tours of Herkimer Home and Fort Klock were
wonderful. At least that is what I was told since I gave the tour of the fort. New friendships were
forged and renewed. It was great to see Adam Klock at the reunion. Adam was the last Klock born
at the fort when it was still in family hands. Michael Clock and Sally Klock met for the first time at
the reunion even though they live in neighboring counties in Ohio. Sally said she occasionally
checks the phone books to look for other Klocks but was unaware of the different spelling of their
last name so she missed Michael.
Continued Next Page

Klock Reunion Continued

It is my hope the friendships forged at this
reunions will lasts a lifetime. That would make
the work I do on the reunions worthwhile and I
could call this Klock Family Reunion a huge a
success.

17 Members of the Klock Family met at the
Herkimer Home for a very nice tour of the house
and grounds.

Alexander Klock Don and his wife Mable Don

After the tour of Herkimer Home we met back up
at Fort Klock where I gave a tour of Fort Klock
where I shot my musket.

After the tour of the fort we sat down and enjoyed
a lunch of Pulled Pork, Hot dogs, beans and potato
salad. The pulled port and other items for the
lunch was made by the members of Fort Klock.
Thanks everyone...........

I had been looking for a picture of Alexander
Klock Don and his wife, Mable for quite some
time. Alex did not like to have his picture
taken, therefore there are very few pictures of
him around. Marilyn Black came to the fort
and gave me the above picture. Marilyn is the
Great Niece of Alex and Mable Don.
Alexander Klock Don, the son of William Don
and Catharine Klock (Amos, Adam I., John J.,
Johannes J., and Hendrick Klock) was born
February 26, 1889 and died October 05, 1957.
He married Mabel Kretser. She was born
March 25, 1895 and died January 05, 1990. In
1953 when the Tryon County Mussel Loaders
were looking for a place to meet, Alexander
and his wife Mabel Don were the owners of the
Old Klock Family Farm known as Fort Klock.
On March 4, 1953, twelve men interested in
collecting and the firing of antique guns met for
the first time. They organized a group that
became known as the “Tryon County Muzzle
Loaders”. Alex Klock Don, a WW-1 Veteran,
was also interested in old firearms and soon

joined the group. On September 20, 1954, after
many discussions about Fort Klock, Alex granted a
20 year lease with option to renew for another 20
years to the Muzzle Loaders. In the early 1960’s,
discussion began regarding the creation a new
group that could be chartered by the New York
State Board of Regents. The Board of Regents
would not grant a charter to an organization in
the name of Tryon County Muzzle Loaders so Fort
Klock Historic Restoration was born.
On September 13, 1965 after the death of her
husband Mabel Don deeded the property to the
Fort Klock Historic Restoration.
Alexander and Mable did not have any children.
Late Newsletter
This newsletter is late. I usually have it out by
the first of the month. I have been very busy
here at the fort with the Klock Reunion, Young
Pioneer Program and giving the tours at Fort
Klock. I will be lucky if I can get another one out
by the first of September. We may have to call
this the August and September Issue.

Another Dutch Barn Prepares for Removal
to a Faraway Place
This long time Stone Arabia resident watches as
another one of our landmarks is prepared for
removal to a faraway place. In 64 years I could
look toward the west and see a barn whose core
was a so-called Dutch barn. The ownership of the
old property where it stood had gone through
several families since Stone Arabia was settled in
the early 1700's. As agriculture changed and the

financial position of the owner was advanced the
old barn had witnessed additions and drastic
alterations. These changes can be read like pieces
of a puzzle. Doubtless the first structures on this
old farm were erected before the American
Revolution as served when grain growing not
dairying was the principal thrust for farming. Since
the opening shots of the Battle of
Stone Arabia were fired probably on this farm on
October 19, 1780 any structures then existing were
doubtless destroyed by the raiders who were
destined to destroy this 50 year old Mohawk Valley
settlement. The Palatine German settlers were not
easily defeated. Within a few years after
destruction new building were erected. Doubtless
those structures were much the same as those
lost. There could have been an effort toward
expansion. That was the case with the Stone
Arabia churches. Those huge imposing building
were built less than twenty years after that
destructive fall day in 1780. It is quite probable
that the barn now being prepared for shipment to
Texas was erected within those 20 years. Just who
erected and first owned that barn is unknown to
me. However we do know who owned it in 1827.
A young man named John Adam Failing took
possession in that year only four years after he
married a girl fro a well known Stone Arabia family.
John's ancestors were well known 18th Century
Mohawk Valley settlers. The valley became a
primary passage on an ever developing push
toward the west. The Mohawk Valley turnpike
(Now NYS Route 5) was built in the early 1800's.
Along this new turnpike a few miles west at St.
Johnsville John's father had established a tavern. It
was from that tavern that John came to the Stone
Arabia farm. Another brother settled in the town
of Minden above Fort Plain. The Failings were
hard working people who through the years drifted
toward affluence. Few of that immediate family
now reside in the area.
I will now try to explain my personal reaction to
the removal of parts and pieces of our area's
history. Am I happy with the process? Not really.
No one who has devoted a lifetime to the historic
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Another Dutch Barn Prepares for Removal to a
Faraway Place Continued
preservation and developing an awareness of our
area's rich history would be. Yet there is a
deeper regret that our historic structures being
removed to a far off area where those who prize
those structures for the remarkable treasures
they are. That regret is the most local residents
pay little or no attention to the Mohawk Valley's
unique place in the history of our nation. At least
a few of our great timber barns hopefully will
survive and others are destined to also. If you
want to see a Dutch barn go to Salt Springsville
Windfall Barn or the one at Fort Klock.
As a final farewell to the Failing, Saltsman,
Walts Dutch barn I must say that I have met
those who through the years have taken away
our timbers structures. I like them and they are
porbably correct in saying that their efforts did in
one respect preserve these historic structures.
Before their efforts I had witnessed these
structures destroyed by bulldozers and
chainsaws. So I guess a new life even somewhere
far away is better.
I'll end with another passing thought. Proud
old structures like human beings can lose
something more than being taken away. That
would be the loss of a good name, reputation or
identity. Most old structures when re-located
lose their identity. Hopefully the Failing Dutch
barn will retain its history in for off Texas. To
help to retain its Stone Arabia and Failing family
roots another very personal John Adam Failing
memento will travel with the old building to
Texas. On his 80th. birthday in 1880 John A
Failing was given a gold headed cane by his two
sons and it was inscribed.
It seemed to belong with the old barn. I hope
it remains with it to help tell its story. Someday
possibly the man who is going to great effort and
expense to transform part of Stone Arabia's
history will come to the Mohawk Valley and
realize what a historic area his barn came from.
Possibly this will bring others here who will help

preserve our history where it was originally placed.
Skip Barshied
Stone Arabia
June 2012
Cemetery List

Information for this cemetery list comes from
several different sources and therefore may not be
completely reliable. If you have additions or
Corrections, please let me know.
Brookside Cemetery
Town of Watertown,
Jefferson County, New York
Mathers, Brayton buried bet 1869-1883 Additional
Information: I have Brayton Mathers as born July
23, 1839. He married Lavina Klock, daughter of
Stephen Klock and Anna Bellinger listed next.
Brayton and Lavina had one son, Winfield Mather
who married Nettie A Yoran.
Klock, Anna (Bellinger), 1812-1889. Additional
Information: Anna Bellinger, daughter of John F.
Bellinger and Elizabeth Flanders married Stephen
Klock(George G.I., George I, Johannes, Han
Henrich and Hendrick Klock). Elizabeth Flanders
was the daughter of Henry Flanders who married
Magdalena Klock (Jacob I., Johannes J. and
Hendrick Klock). Anna and Stephen Klock had six
children.
Klock, Caroline M. 1889-1965 No Information
Klock, Catherine F. 1897-1974 No Information
Klock, Catherine J. 1838-1902. Additional
Information: Catharine Jane Baird was born
December 14, 1838 and died July 20, 1902. She
married Morgan Klock. Morgan was the son of
Stephen Klock (George G.I., George I., Johannes,
Han Henrich and Hendrick Klock) and Anna
Bellinger. Three children. Continued Next Page

Cemetery List Continued
Klock, Charles C. 1909-1984. Additional
Information: Charles was the son of Lester J.
Klock (Harvey, Jacob Adam, Adam, Adam
Johannes, Adam, Col. Jacob Klock and
Hendrick Klock) and Eunice May Woolever.
Charles married Hilda Comins and they had a
daughter, Barbara who married Frederick
Thompson
Klock, Clara Georgina (Crouse) 1901-1998
No Information
Klock, David S. 1889-1953. Additional
Information: David S. Klock was the son of Jay
C. Klock(Theron H., Henry G., George I.,
Johannes, Han Henrich and Hendrick Klock) and
Julia Alma Watkins. David married a Carrie.
Klock, Florence E. died 1890, Infant.
Information

No

Klock, Franklin L. 1907-1992. Additional
Information: Franklin was the son of Lester J.
Klock (Harvey, Jacob Adam, Adam, Adam
Johannes, Adam Klock Col. Jacob Klock and
Hendrick Klock) and Eunice May Woolever.
Klock, Frederick G. 1866-1897. Additional
Information: I have Fred G. Klock (Morgan,
Stephen, George G.I., George I., Johannes, Han
Henrich, and Hendrick Klock) born November 13,
1863 and died September 10, 1897. Fred G.
Klock died at the age of 34 years of a burst
appendix. He married Grace Becker of Pulasi,
New York. Frederick and Grace Becker had four
children, Catharine, was born on the day of his
funeral. While she was being born upstairs, her
father funeral was being held down stairs in the
house where they lived. He had been liberally
educated, and was general manager of the firm
of Farwell & Rhines.

Klock, Harriet (Goodale) 1793-1878. Additional
Information: Harriet Goodale married George G.I.
Klock.
Klock, Hilda E.1912-1980. Additional Information:
Hilda Comins married Charles C. Klock.
Klock, Jay C. 1866-1952 Additional Information:
Jay C. Klock, son of Theron H. Klock and Sarah E.
Shuler married Julia Alma Watkins. Theron was
the son of Henry G. Klock (George I. Johannes,
Han Henrich and Hendrick Klock) who and
Elizabeth “Betsy” Klock (John J. Jr. John J.,
Johannes and Hendrick Klock). Jay C. and Julia
Watkins had four children; Harriet A. David S.,
Helen E., Marion E. Klock.
Klock, John 1887-1919. No Information
Klock, John S. 1914-1980. Additional
Information: This is (probable) the son of David
S. Klock and Carrie. They did have a son that was
born in 1914.
Klock, Julia A. 1849-1939. No Information
Klock, Julia A. 1865- 1949. Additional
Information: Julia Alma Watkins was born
December 24, 1865. She married Jay C. Klock,
December 24, 1894 and they had four children.
Klock, Lloyd L. 1928- 1997, (wife name was Ok
Nan So) Additional Information: Lloyd was the
son of William James Klock (Bates Aaron, Luther,
John J. Jr., John J., Johannes and Hendrick Klock)
and Minnie Mae Peck. He married Ok Nan So
who was born in Korea.
Klock, Marion E. 1902-1927 Additional
Information: This is (probably) the daughter of
Jay C. Klock and Julia Alma Watkins. They did
have a daughter Marion that was born in 1902.

Klock, George G.I. 1792-1875. Additional
Information: George G.I. Klock was the son of
George I. Klock(Johannes, Han Henrich and
Hendrick Klock) and Barbara Bauder. George
G.I. Klock married Harriet Goodale.

Klock, Milton R. 1847-1914. Additional
Information: Milton was the son of Stephen Klock
(George G.I., George I, Johannes, Han Henrich
and Hendrick Klock) and Anna Bellinger. He
married Julia Alexander and they had five children.

Klock, Grace (Becker) 1864-1925. Grace
Becker married Frederick G. Klock. See line of
Fredrick Klock above
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